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2009: The political landscape ..............................................................79.1 

20,000 new H-1Bs, where are they? (J&H Special Focus) .................36.3 

20,000 new H-1Bs for FY2005 finally available ...................................37.2 

26 Country List, 20-day hold ends........................................................ 7.3 

3-year TN validity, regulation clears OMB ...........................................72.2 

3-year TN period of stay proposed ......................................................73.1 

45-day letter update ............................................................................51.4 

45-day letters, new FAQ .................................................................... 53.2 

AAO issues “Adopted Decisions” ......................................................43.1 

AC-21 section 106(a), H-1B workers .................................................... 1.2 

Adjustment of Status ...................................................................see AOS 

Admission (I-94) reminders .................................................................66.3 

“Adopted Decisions” issued by AAO .................................................43.1 
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 • AP validity date error, AILA notified.................................................93.1 

Advocacy, immigration ........................................................................23.5 

Advocacy: H-1B cap cases: Don’t wait another day! ......................... 59.1 

Advocacy: H-1B cap hit in ONE day! Take action! ............................ 60.1 

Advocacy Institute, J&H attorney attends ..........................................40.7 

AILA conference immigration update..................................................15.4 

Air travel, passports, needed beginning 1/23/07................................ 57.2 

Airline passenger data, advance submission ....................................... 9.2 

Airport security measures enhanced ..................................................93.3 

America’s Job Exchange replaces America’s Job Bank......................62.2 

America’s Job Bank, proposed elimination .........................................50.3 
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Annual nonimmigrant reporting requirement ......................................34.1 
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 • AOS vs Consular Processing, part 1  (J&H Special Focus)............... 9.3 
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 • AOS—300,000 applications at USCIS ............................................ 64.1 

 • AOS I-485 cases, update .................................................................65.3 
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 • AOS receipt delays .........................................................................66.2 

 • AOS travelers must be able to prove status................................... 69.2 

 • AOS: FBI name check policy changed.............................................70.2 

 • AOS: FBI name check policy, update ..............................................71.2 

 • AOS medical examination form, new I-693.....................................72.2  

 • AOS cases held for change in vaccination requirement ..................92.2 

API Accounting and Computer Consulting ..........................................61.4 

Application fees increase, USCIS ........................................................24.1 

Application fees (NIV visa) increase ................................................... 69.3  

Approvals, CSC no longer faxing ........................................................ 55.1 

Approval notices, customer service number incorrect........................62.2 

Approval notices, CSC issuing delayed ...............................................63.3 

Approved labor certifications, new rules proposed .................. 46.2 
AR-11 (form) ........................................................  see Change of Address 

Arrests, criminal, travel advisory ........................................................ 66.3 

ASVVP on-site investigations of H-1B & L-1 employers......................88.2 

Audits on the rise, PERM .................................................................. 67.4 

Audits and USCIS site visits increase..................................................90.1 

Audits: ICE announces 1,000 new workplace  audits .........................91.4 

Australia:  (chronological order) 

 • Australia: Long stay visas and English proficiency ..........................63.3 

 • Australia alters long stay visa requirements ...................................65.5 

 • Australia / U.S. visa agreement .......................................................67.4 

 • Australia study visa work authorization. ..........................................72.6 

 • Australia:  Minimum salary levels increase......................................74.5 

 • Australia, Fingerprint Reissue/Reuse Program ................................77.2 

 • Australia: 457 Long Stay visa program changes ............................. 85.3 

Australians / E-3 visa:  (chronological order) 

 • Australians, E-3 visas regulations forthcoming ............................... 39.2 

 • Australian E-3 visa update ............................................................... 41.2 

 • Australian E-3 visa guidance released ............................................. 45.1 

“Auto remands”, DOL memo............................................................. 20.2 

Automatic RIR Labor Certification remands........................................ 15.3 

B-1/B-2 limitation put on hold.............................................................. 11.3 

B-1/B-2 visitor visa changes for Chinese citizens................................ 33.1 

B-1: Expedited B-1 business visas—Shanghai, China......................... 38.3 

Backlog Processing  Centers (DOL)............................................. see BPC 

Backlog Elimination Centers (DOL).............................................. see BEC 

Backlog reduction centers (DOL) ................................................. see BPC 

Backlog, DOL:  (chronological order) 

 • Backlog eliminated, naturalization .................................................  54.2 

 • Backlog eliminated, DOL ...............................................................  66.4 

Backlog, USCIS:  (chronological order) 

 • Backlog reduction, USCIS ............................................................... 31.1 

 • Backlog of cases reported, USCIS .................................................. 84.2 

Backlogs for immigrant visas?  (J&H Special Focus) .......................... 30.4 

Bar code on form DS-156 no longer required ..................................... 24.2 

BCIS (named changed to USCIS 9/1/03)........................................see CIS 

BEC (DOL Backorder Elimination Ctrs): (chron. order) 

 • BRCs operational later this year ...................................................... 26.4 

 • BRC rule published, DOL ................................................................ 28.2 

 • BRCs ............................................................................................... 30.3 



 

 84-000 

I mmig ra t i on  Spo t l i gh t  |  Cumu la t i ve  I ndex  |  Jackson  & Her togs  LLP |  Page  3  

170 Columbus Avenue, Fourth Floor • San Francisco, CA  94133 | T: 415-986-4559  F: 415-986-1871 | office@jackson-hertogs.com 

 • BRCs—transfer of cases continues.................................................32.4 

 • Backlog Processing Centers ...........................................................33.2 

 • DOL backlog reduction process (J&H Special Focus) .....................34.4 

 • Backlog Processing Centers update................................................35.3 

 • BPC FAQs updated..........................................................................37.4 

 • BEC: DOL backlog processing update.............................................39.3 

 • BEC: Labor certification backlog elimination, update ......................41.3 

 • BEC update......................................................................................42.3 

 • BEC: DOL explains BEC FIFO procedures ......................................43.3 

 • BEC progress and problems............................................................45.3 

 • BEC update......................................................................................50.2 

 • BEC reopen procedure established .................................................51.3 

 • BEC case status now on-line.......................................................... 53.2 

 • BEC switches from AJB to AJE ......................................................62.3 

Belgium:  (chronological order) 

 • Belgium, work permits ....................................................................49.3 

 • Belgium:  “Limosa” program ..........................................................61.6 

 • Belgium:  Limosa program revisions ...............................................64.3 

 • Belgium: change in work authorization requirement .......................85.3 

Bi-specialization:   (chronological order) 

 • Bi-specialization plan announced .....................................................40.3 

 • Bi-specialization to expand ..............................................................51.2 

Biometrics:   (chronological order) 

 • Biometric passport deadline extension urged .................................25.2 

 • Biometric passport deadline extended ............................................28.2 

 • Biometric entry systems completed ...............................................45.2 

 • Biometrics submission, reentry permits to require ........................71.3  

 • Biometric changes for re-entry permits...........................................75.1 

 • Biometrics before appointment, Ciudad Juarez ..............................84.3 

Blue labor certifications .......................................................................43.3 

Border Commuter Student Act implemented by DOS........................11.4 

Border crossing, CBP institutes new procedures ...............................70.5 

Border security, proposed bill............................................................... 1.2 

Border Student Commuter Act ............................................................ 7.3 

Border, U.S.-Canada “Smart Border Action Plan”................................ 5.3 

BPC (DOL Processing Center)......................................................see BEC 

Budget, President Bush’s FY 2007 proposed ....................................46.3 

Bulletin, Visa / Quota ....................................................... see Visa Bulletin 

Bureau of Citizenship and Immigration Services.........................see BCIS 

California Service Center.............................................................. see CSC 

Call-in Special Registration compliance period.................................... 19.1 
Canada:   (chronological order) 

 • Canada-U.S. “Smart Border Action Plan” ........................................  5.3 

 • Canadian Landed Immigrants: visa waiver eliminated .................... 10.2 

 • Canadian PRs without visas: no automatic revalidation .................. 19.3 

 • Canada: Foreign students ............................................................... 52.3 

 • Canada: Temporary Foreign Worker program ................................. 59.3 

 • Canada: Post-grad work permit changes ........................................ 73.4 

 • Canada: New permanent residence program ................................. 78.4 

 • Canada: Alberta H-1B program........................................................ 82.5 

 • Canadian Federal Skilled Works and Professional PR program....... 82.5 

 • Canada: Mexican and Czech visa requirements.............................. 87.6 

 • Canada: new business traveler program in Mexico City ................. 96.5 

Case status, INS proposes for internet................................................  4.3 

Case Status Online, expanded............................................................ 25.1 

Case status (BEC) now on-line...........................................................  53.2 

Cases transferred, USCIS .................................................................  54.2 

CBP:   (chronological order): 

 • CBP officer discretion in admitting no-risk visitors.......................... 28.2 

 • CBP institutes new border crossing procedures............................. 70.5 

 • CBP summer travel tips .................................................................. 74.4 

 • CBP upgrades Electronic Reading Room ........................................ 91.3 

 • CBP proposes to establish Global Entry program ........................... 91.3 

 • CBP’s Travelcast ............................................................................. 97.3 

Centralize PERM processing , DOL to ...............................................  71.5 

Centralized filing for H-1B cap-exempt petitions................................. 70.3 

Change of address:   (chronological order): 

 • Change of Address (AR-11), failure to file ........................................  7.1 

 • Change of Address (AR-11) revised .................................................  8.2 

 • Change of Address (AR-11) filing directions changed ......................  8.2 

 • AR-11 change of address now online ............................................  57.1 

Chennai, New Delhi & Mumbai visa applications ..............................  58.4 

Child Status Protection Act passed by Senate.....................................  3.3 

Child Status Protection Act signed by President .................................  4.1 

Chile and Singapore FTAs impact H-1B cap........................................ 18.1 

China:  (chronological order) 

 • China: Background checks for Shanghai ......................................... 63.3 

 • China:  Stricter regulations and enforcement ................................. 64.3 
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 • Chinese nationals, longer validity for student visas.........................38.3 

 • China: EB-2 retrogression ...............................................................67.3 

 • China EB-2progresses, EB3 retrogression likely .............................73.3 

 • China EB-2 progresses, EB3 unavailable .........................................75.2 

 • China EB2 creeps ahead..................................................................76.1 

 • China and India EB3 retrogress. ......................................................77.2 

 • China EB2 regression .....................................................................86.3 

 • China and India EB2 dates move forward ......................................87.5 

 • China and India EB2, more progress ..............................................88.5 

 • China and India EB2 creep...............................................................89.3 

CIS ............................................................................................ see USCIS 

CIS renamed USCIS ............................................................................17.1 

Citizenship and Immigration Services ...................................... see USCIS 

Civics flash cards .................................................................................42.3 

Ciudad Juarez resumes processing TCN visas....................................12.2 
Ciudad Juarez requires biometrics before appointment......................84.3 

Commonwealth Canadian Residents: visa required............................. 3.2 

Compete America ...............................................................................43.4 

Comprehensive immigration reform?..................................................42.2 

Concurrent filing:   (chronological order) 

 • Concurrent filing of I-140 and I-485 .................................................. 4.1 

 • Concurrent filing of I-140 and I-485: update ....................................11.1 

 • Concurrent filing of I-140 and I-485 applications .............................25.1 

 • Concurrent I-140/I-485 filings, ending proposed..............................73.1 

Congressional Lobby Day 2010: Write your Rep/Senators .................95.5 

Congressman Gutierrez introduces immigration reform bill................92.6 

Contractors, independent (J&H Special Focus) .................................. 20.4 

Consular fees, rule proposed to increase ........................................... 94.3 

Consular interviews:   (chronological order) 

 • Consular interviews, NIV................................................................. 16.4 

 • Consular interviews for NIV: Final rule published...........................  56.4 

 • Consular visa applicants with DUI offenses ..................................  66.3 

Consular delays anticipated—Sept./Oct./Nov. .................................... 60.4 

Consular posts to accept I-130 filings again........................................ 59.2 

Consular Processing, vs AOS part I  (J&H Special Focus) ...................  9.3 
Consular Processing, vs AOS part 2  (J&H Special Focus) ................  10.3 
Consular services fees revised ...........................................................  2.2 

Consular visa processing times .......................................................... 29.2 

Contractors, federal, new internet applicant rules ............................. 46.4  

Conversion, RIR:  Is it right for you? .................................................  54.2 

Criminal arrests, past, travel advisory ................................................  66.3 

CRS report on U.S. immigration policy ............................................... 88.4 

CSC - California Service Center:   (chronological order) 

 • CSC shredding .................................................................................  2.2 

 • CSC and H-1B processing delays.....................................................  4.1 

 • CSC update .....................................................................................  7.2 

 • CSC update .....................................................................................  8.1 

 • CSC adjustment cases, timing fingerprints..................................... 13.2 
 • CSC processing delays: I-140s and I-1485s .................................... 17.1 

 • CSC no longer faxing approvals .....................................................  55.1 

 • CSC update on delayed approval notices........................................ 62.2 

 • CSC issuing delayed approval notices............................................. 63.3 
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Customer service number incorrect on approval notices....................62.2 

Customs and Border Control (DHS) .............................................see CBP 

Delayed CSC approval notices, update ...............................................62.2 

Delays anticipated at consulates—Sept./Oct./Nov..............................60.4 

Delays, AOS receipts...........................................................................66.2 

Delays, Prevailing wage at EDD ..........................................................40.6 

Delays, DOS processing......................................................................60.4 

Delays, CSC issuing delayed approval notices ....................................63.3 

Delays, visa application, security holds ...............................................82.4 

Department of Homeland Security created.......................................... 2.3 

Department of Justice..................................................................see DOJ 

Department of Labor ................................................................... see DOL 

Department of State...................................................................  see DOS 

Deported on arrival, H-1B employees ................................................94.2 

DHS:   (chronological order)  

 • DHS changes division names ..........................................................17.1 

 • DHS drafts regulation allowing EADs longer than 1 year ................24.1 

 • DHS introduces “U.S. Visit” entry-exit program .............................13.2 

 • DHS publishes rule rescinding No-Match Rule..................................8.1 

Digital photo passport required ...........................................................43.3 

Digitization records facility opens ...................................................... 55.1 

Direct mail filing expanded, USCIS......................................................32.1 

Direct mail program expanded 4/1/2005 .............................................36.1 

Discrimination, EEOC guidance on national origin ................................8.4 

Diversity Lottery ............................................................................. see DV 

DOJ appropriations bill signed...............................................................7.4 

DOL and EDD update..........................................................................11.3 

DOL awards back pay for H-1B termination........................................17.3 

DOL backlogs, RIR and PERM update, November 2003 ....................19.3 

DOL backlog reduction centers operational later this year..................26.4 

DOL backlog reduction centers rule published ...................................28.2 

DOL: H-1B, short-term placement ........................................................8.3 

DOL issues PERM FAQs.....................................................................35.3 

DOL leadership changes .....................................................................40.7 

DOL new regulation takes effect on July 16.......................................62.3 

DOL regional office closings ...............................................................44.2 

DOL releases guidance on prevailing wage ......................................... 4.3 

DOL releases June 2009 performance data........................................91.5 

DOL “unreasonable delays (DOL) lawsuit rejected.............................42.3 

DOS announces DV 2004 mail-in registration....................................... 5.2 

DOS implements Border Commuter Student Act .............................. 11.4 

DOS processing delays....................................................................... 60.4 

“Double filing” changes and H-1B cap processing............................. 71.2 

“DREAM” Act passes Senate Judiciary Committee ............................ 3.3 

Drunk driving record, visa applicants with ......................................... 63.3 

DS-156, bar code no longer required .................................................. 24.2 

DS-160)   (chronological order) 

• DS-160 now required at some U.S. consulates ............................... 80.3 

• DS-160 , worldwide deployment by April 30, 2010.......................... 92.4 

• DS-160, difficulties with ................................................................... 95.3 

DUI offenses and consular visa applicants ........................................ 66.3 

Durbin-Grassley legislation introduced to reform H-1Bs..................... 84.4 

DV (Diversity Lottery):   (chronological order) 

 • DV 2004 lottery mail-in registration................................................... 5.2 

 • DV 2005 lottery applications ........................................................... 17.3 

 • DV 2005 lottery scams.................................................................... 18.2 

 • DV 2005 lottery winners announced............................................... 26.3 

 • Diversity Lottery scam .................................................................... 29.2 

 • Diversity Visa Lottery 2006 ............................................................ 30.3 

 • DV 2006 registration ends 1/17/2005.............................................. 31.1 

 • DV 2006 lottery entries due 1/7/05 ................................................ 32.3 

 • DV 2007 visa lottery procedures announced .................................. 42.3 

 • DV 2007 lottery winners ................................................................. 48.2 

 • DV 2008:  Visa lottery opens..........................................................  54.4 

 • DV Lottery registration announced ................................................  56.4 

 • DV 2009 application period announced..........................................  65.4 

 • DV 2009 lottery runs through 12/2/2007 .......................................  66.3 

 • DV 2009 lottery on-line registration dates....................................... 77.2 

 • DV 2010 green card lottery registry opens ..................................... 78.3 

 • Diversity Visa status check available............................................... 87.5 

 • DV 2011: October 2 - November 30, 2009 ...................................... 89.3 

 • DV 2011 registration open .............................................................. 90.3 

E-3 visas:   (chronological order) 

 • E-3 visas for Australians: Regulations forthcoming......................... 39.2 

 • E-3 visas for Australians, update ..................................................... 41.2 

 • E-3 visa guidance released.............................................................. 45.1 

 • E-3 visa issuance update................................................................. 50.2 

 • EB-3 petitions, processing delay ..................................................... 81.2 
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87  July  2009 
88  August  2009 
89  September  2009 
90  October  2009 
91  November  2009 
92  December  2009 
93  January 2010 

94  February 2010 
95  March  2010 
96  April  2010 
97  May  2010 
98  June  2010 
99  July  2010 
100  August  2010 
101  September  2010 
102  October  2010 
103  November  2010 
104  December  2010 

E-filing program expanded (USCIS) .....................................................26.2 

e-Passport:   (chronological order) 

 • e-Passport reader arrives at SFO.....................................................54.2 

 • e-Passports required for emergency/temp VWP travel ...................86.2 

E-Verify:   (chronological order) 

 • E-Verify program, photo screening tool for .....................................66.2 

 • E-Verify update ................................................................................72.4 

 • E-Verify requirement proposed for federal contractors ...................74.2 

 • E-Verify given short extension.........................................................78.5 

 • E-Verify for federal contractors: Final rule published .......................79.4 

 •  E-Verify federal contractor rule suspended ....................................81.1 

 • E-Verify federal contract rule delayed..............................................82.1 

 • E-Verify process, passport data for foreign-born citizens ................83.1 

 • E-Verify, Federal Contractor enrollment delayed .............................84.2 

 • E-Verify, Federal Contractor rule delayed ........................................84.6 

 • E-Verify efforts increased, No-Match Rule abandoned ...................87.1 

 • E-Verify “DOs and DON’Ts” ...........................................................87.2 

 • E-Verify lawsuit dismissed; Rule effective Sept. 8 ..........................89.1 

 • E-verify extended through September 2012 ...................................92.3 

EAD:   (chronological order): 

 • EADs longer than 1 year, DHS draft regulation ...............................24.1 

 • EADs, flexible validity periods .........................................................28.1 
 • EAD processing change ..................................................................52.1 

 • EAD, Two-year EADs coming soon .................................................74.1 

 • EAD processing, delays...................................................................77.1 

 • EAD processing, delays...................................................................78.1 

EB-1:   (chronological order) 

 • EB-1a (J&H Special Focus: Labor Cert Alternatives) ....................... 11.4 

 • EB-1b (J&H Special Focus: Labor Cert Alternatives)....................... 12.3 

 • EB priority dates, no change ........................................................... 33.2 

 • EB priority dates move forward ...................................................... 34.3 

 • EB priority dates, slow forward movement .................................... 35.2 

 • EB priority dates, forward movement ............................................. 36.2 

 • EB priority dates, backward movement soon? ............................... 36.2 

 • EB-1, EB-2 current for all countries through 8/2005........................ 39.2 

 • EB-1, EB-2, EB-3 backlogs forecast in FY2006 ............................... 40.4 

 • EB visas remain backlogged ........................................................... 42.3 

 • EB-1, EB-2, movement in all visa categories................................... 46.2 

 • EB visas, movement in all categories ............................................ 47.3 

 • EB categories progress ................................................................... 60.4 

 • EB, limited availability, September Visa Bulletin ............................. 64.2 

 • EB-1 current for all countries..........................................................  65.3 

EB-2:   (chronological order) 

 • EB-2 (J&H Special Focus: Labor Cert Alternatives) ......................... 13.3 

 • EB priority dates, no change ........................................................... 33.2 

 • EB priority dates move forward ...................................................... 34.3 

 • EB priority dates, slow forward movement .................................... 35.2 

 • EB priority dates, forward movement ............................................. 36.2 

 • EB priority dates, backward movement soon? ............................... 36.2 

 • EB-2, EB-1 current for all countries through 8/2005........................ 39.2 

 • EB-2, EB-1, EB-3 backlogs forecast in FY2006 ............................... 40.4 

 • EB visas remain backlogged ........................................................... 42.3 
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 • EB-2, EB-1, movement in all visa categories ...................................46.2 

 • EB visas, movement in all categories .............................................47.3 

 • EB-2 India unavailable, other changes .............................................51.2 

 • EB, limited availability, September Visa Bulletin..............................64.2 

 • EB-2 current for all countries but India and China ...........................65.3 

 • EB-2 retrogression for India and China ...........................................67.3 

 • EB-2 retrogression, more for India ..................................................68.5 

 • EB-2 India unavailable, February Visa Bulletin .................................69.2 

 • EB2 returns, EB3 progression, April Visa Bulletin: .........................71.4 

 • EB2 India/China progress; EB3 retrogression likely.........................73.3 

 • EB2 India, China progress; EB3 unavailable ....................................75.2 

 • EB2 China regression .....................................................................86.3 

EB-3:   (chronological order) 

 • EB-3 priority dates retrogress .........................................................32.2 

 • EB priority dates, no change............................................................33.2 

 • EB priority dates move forward.......................................................34.3 

 • EB priority dates, slow forward movement.....................................35.2 

 • EB priority dates, forward movement .............................................36.2 

 • EB priority dates, backward movement soon?................................36.2 

 • EB-3 unavailable for all countries effective 7/1/05...........................38.2 

 • EB-3, EB-1, EB-2 backlogs forecast in FY2006................................40.4 

 • EB visas remain backlogged............................................................42.3 

 • EB visas, movement in all categories .............................................47.3 

 • EB-3 advances, September visa bulletin .........................................52.2 

 • EB-3 I-140 premium processing ......................................................53.1 

 • EB categories progress ...................................................................60.4 

 • EB, limited availability, September Visa Bulletin..............................64.2 

 • EB-3 priority date progress ............................................................. 65.3 

 • EB-3 category forward progress..................................................... 70.4 

 • EB3 progression, EB2 returns, April Visa Bulletin: ........................ 71.4 

 • EB3 retrogression likely, EB2 India/China progress ........................73.3 

 • EB3 unavailable for ALL countries...................................................74.3 

 • EB3 unavailable; EB2 India, China progress ....................................75.2 

 • EB3 India and China retrogress. ......................................................77.2 

 • EB-3 immediate retrogression worldwide, Mexico, and P.I. ...........83.2 

 • EB3 returns, India & China EB2 creep.............................................89.3 

EDD and DOL update..........................................................................11.3 

EEOC guidance on national origin discrimination ..................................8.4 

Electronic filing, BCIS ..........................................................................13.1 

Electronic filing, BCIS, update............................................................. 14.1 

Electronic I-9s now permitted............................................................. 30.2 

Electronic I-9 bill signed into law......................................................... 31.1 

Electronic passports, issuance begins ................................................ 47.3 

Electronic Reading Room,  CBP upgrades.......................................... 91.3 

Electronic System for Travel Authorization ................................ see ESTA 

Embassy delays for NIV ..................................................................... 16.2 

Embassies (U.S.) in India adjust consular exchange rate.................... 83.3 

Employer-employee relationship, H-1B guidance .............................. 94.1 

Employment authorization documents, USCIS changes rule ............. 80.2 

Employment-based visa retrogression, severe................................... 41.1 

Employment-based I-485s: July visa bulletin restored! .....................  63.1 

Employment reverification issues (J&H Special Focus)...................... 19.4 

England ........................................................................................ see U.K. 

Entry-Exit Registration System begins September 11th....................... 4.2 

Entry-exit program, “U.S. Visit”.......................................................... 13.2 

e-Passport reader arrives at SFO .......................................................  54.2 

Errors on CIS receipt notices .............................................................. 19.2 
eStatus, Jackson & Hertogs Global Travel System............................. 71.7 

eStatus, Receipt Number field added ................................................ 90.4 

ESTA:  (chronological order) 

 • ESTA implementation ..................................................................... 74.2 

 • ESTA goes live ................................................................................ 76.2 

 • ESTA: Mandatory registration has begun........................................ 79.5 

 • ESTA mandatory registration began in November ......................... 80.3 

 • ESTA:  Mandatory registration in effect .......................................... 81.2 

Extraordinary Ability Eb1a (J&H Special Focus) .................................. 11.4 

F-1:   (chronological order) 

 • F-1 visa holders with cap-subject H-1B: no relief ........................... 26.1 

 • F-1 OPT ext. for certain students and employers .......................... 72.3 

FAQs:   (chronological order) 

 • FAQs, PERM, from DOL ................................................................. 35.3 

 • FAQs: PERM and BPC FAQs updated ............................................ 37.4 

 • FAQs: New PERM FAQs issued by DOL ....................................... 47.2 

 • FAQs: BEC 45-day letters, new ...................................................... 53.2 

 • FAQs: New PERM FAQs ...............................................................  56.5 

Faxing approvals, CSC no longer ......................................................  55.1 

FBI:   (chronological order) 

 • FBI name check policy changed for AOS cases.............................. 70.2 
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Key to the issue numbers 

1  May  2002 
2  June  2002 
3  July  2002 
4  August  2002 
5  September  2002 
6  October  2002 
7  November  2002 
8  December  2002 
9  January 2003  

10  February 2003 
11  March  2003 
12  April  2003 
13  May  2003 
14  June  2003 

15  July  2003 
16  August  2003 

17  September  2003 
18  October  2003 
19  November  2003 
20  December  2003 
21  January 2004 

22  February 2004 
23  March  2004 
24  April  2004 
25  May  2004 
26  June  2004 
27  July  2004 
28  August  2004 
29  September  2004 
30  October  2004 
31  November  2004 
32  December  2004 

33  January 2005 

34  February 2005 
35  March  2005 
36  April  2005 
37  May  2005 
38  June  2005 
39  July  2005 
40  August  2005 
41  September  2005 
42  October  2005 
43  November  2005 
44  December  2005 
45  January 2006 

46  February 2006 
47  March  2006 
48  April  2006 
49  May  2006 
50  June  2006 

51  July  2006 
52  August  2006 
53  September  2006 
54  October  2006 
55  November  2006 
56  December  2006 
57  January 2007 

58  February 2007 
59  March  2007 
60  April  2007 
61  May  2007 
62  June  2007 
63  July  2007 
64  August  2007 
65  September  2007 
66  October  2007 
67  November  2007 
68  December  2007 
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69  January 2008 

70  February 2008 
71  March  2008 
72  April  2008 
73  May  2008 
74  June  2008 
75  July  2008 
76  August  2008 
77  September  2008 
78  October  2008 
79  November  2008 
80  December  2008 
81  January 2009 

82  February 2009 
83  March  2009 
84  April  2009 
85  May  2009 
86  June  2009 

87  July  2009 
88  August  2009 
89  September  2009 
90  October  2009 
91  November  2009 
92  December  2009 
93  January 2010 

94  February 2010 
95  March  2010 
96  April  2010 
97  May  2010 
98  June  2010 
99  July  2010 
100  August  2010 
101  September  2010 
102  October  2010 
103  November  2010 
104  December  2010 

 • FBI name check policy for AOS cases, update................................71.2 

 • FBI name check backlog, plan to eliminate ....................................72.2 

Federal Contractor E-Verify enrollment delayed..................................84.2 

Fee eliminated: Visa issuance for Indian applicants .......................... 55.3 

Fee increase likely this year, USCIS ....................................................97.1 

Fees revised for consular services .......................................................2.2 

Filing fees:  (chronological order) 

 • Fees revised for consular services .................................................. 2.2 

 • Filing fees temporarily lowered by INS............................................10.2 

 • Filing fee reduction reversed by BCIS .............................................11.2 

 • Filing electronically, BCIS ................................................................13.1 

 • Filing electronically, BCIS, update ...................................................14.1 

 • Filing fee “sunset”, H-1B ................................................................18.1 

 • Filing fee increase for L-1 proposed ................................................42.1 

 • Filing fees increased, USCIS ...........................................................42.1 

 • Filing fees, USCIS proposal to raise by average of 66% .................58.2 

 • Filing fees, USCIS to increase ........................................................ 62.1 

 • Filing fees take effect, new .............................................................64.2 

 • NIV visa application fees increase .................................................. 69.3  

Filing begins April 1st, New H-1Bs......................................................46.1 

Filing times extended, “O” and “P” ...................................................60.3 

Fingerprints timing on CSC adjustment cases ....................................13.2 

Fingerprint Reissue/Reuse Program in Australia .................................77.2 

Fines, higher fines for immigration violations..................................... 71.6 

Fines and back wages for H-1B violations...........................................95.3 

Fingerprints, 10 scans required at posts .............................................61.6 

Flash cards for naturalization exam..................................................... 42.3 

Flexible response times, RFE and NOID, final rule ............................. 60.3 

Flexible validity periods for EADs........................................................ 28.1 
FOIA status check, on-line .................................................................. 75.1 

Foreign-born citizens, passport data for E-Verify process................... 83.1 

Foreign student monitoring: transitional program................................  6.2 

Foreign visitors, new rules ..................................................................  2.3 

Form AR-11........................................................... see Change of address 

Form DS-156........................................................................... see DS-156 

Form I-140....................................... see I-140 and Concurrent processing 

Form I-485....................................... see I-485 and Concurrent processing 

Form I-693, extension of Medical Certification ................................... 71.4 

Form I-9........................................................................................... see I-9 

Form N-470 ................................................................................see N-470 

France:   (chronological order) 

 • France:  High-level executives ........................................................ 48.3 

 • France meets e-passport requirement............................................ 49.3 

 • France: New residence and work permits .....................................  53.3 

 • France:  Evidence of work authorization required ........................... 63.4 

Fraud, USCIS warns of immigration.................................................... 48.2 

Free Trade Agreements impact H-1B cap........................................... 18.1 

FY2007 filings for new H-1B visas start on 4/1/06.............................. 47.1 

GAO: Annual nonimmigrant reporting requirement ............................ 34.1 

Germany:   (chronological order) 

 • Germany: National scientific researchers........................................ 60.5 

 • Germany:  Language requirement case-by-case............................. 73.4 
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Global Entry:   (chronological order) 

 • Global Entry pilot program ...............................................................72.4 

 • Global Entry pilot program: Applications accepted ..........................73.4 

 • Global Entry program expansion......................................................88.5 

 • Global Entry program expansions....................................................89.2 

 • Global Entry program, CBP proposes to establish...........................91.3 

Global Travel System in J&H eStatus..................................................71.7 

Global visas: Outbound visas and work permits .................................45.3 

Global visas: Business visas................................................................50.4 

Greece now member of Visa Waiver program....................................95.3 

Green card:   (chronological order) 

 • Green card modified ........................................................................32.2 

 • Green card renewal and replacement filings centralized.................38.2 

 • Green card replacement for 750,000 proposed.............................. 65.1 

 • “Green card lottery scams”, DOS warning .....................................78.3 

 • Green card processing for TNs, CBP letter addresses ....................82.4 

 • Green card production delays .........................................................86.2 

 • Green card system crisis: visa retrogression...................................86.3 

 • USCIS announces Green Card redesign..........................................97.2 

Gutierrez introduces comprehensive immigration reform bill .............92.6 

H-1B:   (chronological order) - see also “H-1B cap” 

 • H-1B cap ........................................................................... see H-1B cap 

 • H-1B cap, advanced degree.................see H-1B, U.S. master’s degree 

 • H-1B workers, AC-21 section 106(a) ................................................ 1.2 

 • H-1B and LCA issues........................................................................ 6.2 

 • H-1B extensions, 7th year ................................................................ 6.4 

 • H-1B extensions beyond 6th year (DOJ appropriations)................... 7.4 

 • H-1B, short-term placement (DOL)................................................... 8.3 

 • H-1B “spillover” and L-1 legislation update.....................................16.1 

 • H-1B termination: DOL awards back pay ........................................17.3 

 • H-1B $1000 filing fee, “sunset” ......................................................18.1 

 • H and L legislation introduced in Congress .....................................24.2 

 • H-1B contracts and “liquidated damages” clauses .........................31.2 

 • H-1B and L-1B amendments signed (J&H Special Focus) ..............32.4 

 • H-1B visas: The latest scoop ...........................................................35.1 

 • H-1B dependent employer issues ...................................................40.3 

 • H-1Bs over-issued for FY2005.........................................................43.1 

 • H-1B LCA violations, $2.65 million penalty .....................................44.2 

 • H-1Bs (approved), difficulties for TN holders...................................51.2 

 • H-1Bs transferred to TSC ................................................................ 51.2 

 • H-1B: H-4 status doesn’t count against H-1B ................................  56.2 

 • H-1B: USCIS accepting new H-1B petitions 4/1/07........................  58.1 

 • H1-B: proposed new fees removed, but could return..................... 67.3 

 • H-1B petitions, TARP data required ................................................ 83.1 

 • H-1B cap exempt petitions: centralized filing ................................. 70.3 

 • H-1B visas available for coming fiscal year ..................................... 84.1 

 • H-1B reform, Durbin-Grassley legislation introduced ..................... 84.4 

 • H-1B, prevailing wage system changes .......................................... 92.5 

H-1B cap:  (chronological order) 

 • H-1B cap: INS announces H-1B numbers for FY2002....................... 4.2 

 • H-1B visas, number will decrease....................................................  9.2 
 • H-1B usage for FY2002 ................................................................... 12.1 
 • H-1B cap issues .............................................................................. 15.2 

 • H-1B cap reduces to 65,000 on October 1, 2003............................ 17.1 
 • H-1B cap, Chile and Singapore FTAs impact .................................. 18.1 

 • H-1B cap: CIS announces H-1B numbers for FY2003..................... 19.2 

 • H-1B cap reached, February 2004................................................... 22.1 

 • H-1B cap, dealing with  (J&H Special Focus) .................................. 23.2 

 • H-1B cap cases, still time to file for FY-2005 .................................. 26.1 

 • H-1B cap: 46,000 and counting ....................................................... 29.1 

 • H-1B cap reached on first day of FY2005........................................ 30.1 

 • H-1B cap, visa numbers available 3/8/2005..................................... 34.1 

 • H-1B cap: Update on H-1Bs for FY2005 / FY2006 .......................... 38.1 

 • H-1B cap: Update on H-1Bs for FY2005 / FY2006 .......................... 39.1 

 • H-1B cap for FY2006 reached 8/10/05 ........................................... 40.1 

 • H-1B cap: Help end the H-1B visa blackout .................................... 40.2 

 • H-1B cap-gap relief doesn’t materialize........................................... 40.3 

 • H-1B mini-cap update...................................................................... 41.1 

 • H-1B cap: H-1Bsover-issued for FY2005......................................... 43.1 

 • H-1B cap: Urge Congress to increase H-1B numbers..................... 42.2 

 • New H-1B visas: FY2007 filings start 4/1/06................................... 47.1 

 • USCIS reports number of H-1B filings ............................................ 48.1 

 • H-1B cap: H-1Bs going quickly ........................................................ 49.2 

 • H-1B cap for FY 2007 reached ........................................................ 50.1 

 • H-1B cap: Tell Congress to give us more H-1Bs ............................. 50.3 

 • H-1B “regular” cap update.............................................................. 51.2 

 • USCIS accepting new H-1B petitions 4/1/07..................................  58.1 

 • H-1B cap reached on April 2nd, FY 2008 .......................................  60.2 
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Key to the issue numbers 

1  May  2002 
2  June  2002 
3  July  2002 
4  August  2002 
5  September  2002 
6  October  2002 
7  November  2002 
8  December  2002 
9  January 2003  

10  February 2003 
11  March  2003 
12  April  2003 
13  May  2003 
14  June  2003 

15  July  2003 
16  August  2003 

17  September  2003 
18  October  2003 
19  November  2003 
20  December  2003 
21  January 2004 

22  February 2004 
23  March  2004 
24  April  2004 
25  May  2004 
26  June  2004 
27  July  2004 
28  August  2004 
29  September  2004 
30  October  2004 
31  November  2004 
32  December  2004 

33  January 2005 

34  February 2005 
35  March  2005 
36  April  2005 
37  May  2005 
38  June  2005 
39  July  2005 
40  August  2005 
41  September  2005 
42  October  2005 
43  November  2005 
44  December  2005 
45  January 2006 

46  February 2006 
47  March  2006 
48  April  2006 
49  May  2006 
50  June  2006 

51  July  2006 
52  August  2006 
53  September  2006 
54  October  2006 
55  November  2006 
56  December  2006 
57  January 2007 

58  February 2007 
59  March  2007 
60  April  2007 
61  May  2007 
62  June  2007 
63  July  2007 
64  August  2007 
65  September  2007 
66  October  2007 
67  November  2007 
68  December  2007 
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69  January 2008 

70  February 2008 
71  March  2008 
72  April  2008 
73  May  2008 
74  June  2008 
75  July  2008 
76  August  2008 
77  September  2008 
78  October  2008 
79  November  2008 
80  December  2008 
81  January 2009 

82  February 2009 
83  March  2009 
84  April  2009 
85  May  2009 
86  June  2009 

87  July  2009 
88  August  2009 
89  September  2009 
90  October  2009 
91  November  2009 
92  December  2009 
93  January 2010 

94  February 2010 
95  March  2010 
96  April  2010 
97  May  2010 
98  June  2010 
99  July  2010 
100  August  2010 
101  September  2010 
102  October  2010 
103  November  2010 
104  December  2010 

 • H-1B lottery and receipting, FY 2008...............................................60.2 

 • H-1B cap: Proposed Senate bills address........................................60.5 

 • H-1B cap, update .............................................................................62.2 

 • H-1B cap season, get ready! ..........................................................65.2 

 • H-1B cap season, prepare now – don’t wait................................... 68.3 

 • H-1B cap season countdown.......................................................... 69.1 

 • H-1B cap season has arrived ...........................................................70.1 

 • H-1B cap, wrapping up season........................................................71.1 

 • H-1B cap processing and “double filing” changes ..........................71.2 

 • H-1B cap season, wrapping up........................................................72.1 

 • H-1B cap gap and OPT extension, Q&A ..........................................74.2 

 • H-1B cap season—it’s coming! ........................................... 79.2 & 80.1 

 • H-1B cap season — It’s here! ............................................. 81.1 & 82.2 

 • H-1B visas available for coming fiscal year......................................84.1 

 • H-1B cap update: 45,500 filed as of 5/18/2009 ...............................85.1 

 • H-1B cap update: 44,400 filed as of June 12, 2009.........................86.2 

 • H-1B cap update: 44,900 petitions as of 7/10/2009 ........................87.3 

 • H-1B cap update: 55,600 petitions received as of 11/13.................91.1 

 • H-1B cap update: Exhaustion imminent ..........................................92.1 

 • H-1B cap for FY2010 reached on 12/21/2009..................................93.1 

 • H-1B cap season is here! ................................................................94.2 

 • H-1B cap season gets underway.....................................................95.1 

 • H-1B cap, USCIS continues to accept FY2011 petitions .................96.2 

 • H-1B cap update: 19,000 petitions as of May 14, 2010 ..................97.1 

H-1B cap numbers still available..........................................................89.2 

H-1B dependent, is your company .....................................................61.3 

H-1B employees deported on arrival................................................... 94.2 

H-1B guidance on employer-employee relationship ........................... 94.1 

H-1B, U.S. master’s degree:  (chronological order) 

 • FY 2006 H-1B cap reached 8/10/05................................................. 40.1 

 • H-1B mini-cap, update..................................................................... 41.1 

 • H-1B U.S. master’s holders, numbers available.............................. 42.2 

 • H-1B U.S. master’s degree, update ................................................ 43.2 

 • H-1B U.S. master’s degree, update ................................................ 44.1 

 • Less than 1,000 H-1B visas available .............................................. 45.1 

 • H-1Bs available for U.S. Masters degree holders ..........................  50.1 

 • 4,000 H-1Bs left for U.S. masters degree holders .......................... 51.1 

 • FY 2007 H-1B advanced degree cap is reached.............................. 52.1 

H-1B online advisor, DOL unveils ....................................................... 97.4 

H-2B:   (chronological order) 

 • H-2B cap has been reached ............................................................ 23.1 

 • H-2B visa numbers run out for FY 2005.......................................... 33.1 

H-4 status doesn’t count against H-1B ............................................... 56.2 

Haitian relief measures ....................................................................... 93.1 

Holiday travel .............................................................................see Travel 

Hong Kong: e-channel services .........................................................  54.4 

Homeland Security Dept. created......................................................... 2.3 

Homeland Security Dept. update.......................................................... 3.3 

House IRC holds L-1 visa hearings ..................................................... 22.3 

Hungary, Visa Waiver Program agreement......................................... 71.4 

I-130, Form:   (chronological order) 

 • I-130 filings, consular posts to accept again ................................... 59.2 
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I-140, Form:   (chronological order) 

 • I-140, premium processing update....................................................2.1 

 • I-140, premium processing update....................................................3.1 

 • I-140 and I-485, concurrent filing .......................................................4.1 

 • I-140 and I-485 applications, concurrent filing .................................25.1 

 • I-140s, premium processing? ..........................................................49.2 

 • I-140 EB-3 premium processing ......................................................53.1 

 • I-140, premium processing suspended .......................................... 61.2 

 • I-140, termination of premium processing ......................................63.3 

 • I-140 Premium Processing suspended indefinitely ........................64.1 

 • I-140/I-485 concurrent filings, ending proposed ..............................73.1 

 • I-140 Premium Processing resumed for some cases......................74.1 

 • I-140 EB-3 petitions, processing delay ............................................81.2 

 • I-140s, premium processing expanded ...........................................82.1 

 • I-140s, pending, transfer from TSC to NSC .....................................85.1 

 • I-140s filings, premium processing resumed ..................................87.2 

I-485, Form:   (chronological order) 

 • I-485 and I-140, concurrent filing .......................................................4.1 

 • I-485 and I-140, concurrent filing: update ........................................11.1 

 • I-485 and I-140 applications, concurrent filing .................................25.1 

 • I-485s transferred to NSC and TSC ................................................ 59.2 

 • I-485 transfer notice error ................................................................59.2 

 • I-485 AOS cases, update ................................................................65.3 

 • I-485 travelers, receipt requirement removed ................................ 67.2 

 • I-485/I-140 concurrent filings, ending proposed ..............................73.1 

I-693: New AOS medical examination form ........................................72.2  

I-693 acceptable without seasonal influenza vaccine..........................92.3 

I-9, Form:   (chronological order) 

 • I-9 compliance: How employers can avoid liability ..........................15.3 

 • I-9 reverification issues, part I (J&H Special Focus).........................18.2 

 • I-9 reverification issues, part 2 (J&H Special Focus)........................19.4 

 • I-9, electronic, now permitted .........................................................30.2 

 • I-9, electronic, bill signed into law ...................................................31.1 

 • I-9 employment eligibility reverification, part 1 (J&H Spec..Focus) 37.4 

 • I-9 employment eligibility reverification, part 2 (J&H Spec..Focus) 38.4 

 • I-9, electronic retention....................................................................50.3 

 • I-9 procedures, ICE raids focus attention on ...................................56.3 

 • I-9, new Form I-9 rumors are false ..................................................66.1 

 • I-9, new form released ....................................................................67.1 

 • I-9, employers must use new form by 12/26/07 ............................. 68.1 

 • I-9, new form released and removed .............................................. 75.1 

 • I-9, “List A” document added to I-9 documents list ....................... 76.1 

 • I-9. new form delayed, continue using June 2007 version ............. 82.2 

 • I-9, new form required on April 3 ........................................ 83.2 & 84.1 

 • I-9 Handbook for Employers updated.............................................. 83.2 

 • I-9 form expiration delayed.............................................................. 87.2 

• I-9 form expiration extended ............................................................ 89.2 

I-94, Form:   (chronological order) 

 • I-94 radio tag pilot project................................................................ 40.4 

 • Failure to turn in I-94 to record departure from the U.S.................. 96.4 

 • I-94W to be eliminated, VWP.......................................................... 97.3 

ICE:   (chronological order) 

 • ICE raids focus attention on I-9 procedures ...................................  56.3 

 • ICE:  Increase in employment records audits ................................. 87.5 

• ICE:  Increase in employment records audits .................................. 87.5 

 • ICE announces 1,000 new workplace audits .................................. 91.4 

 • ICE audits 180 employers in 5 states.............................................. 95.5 

iCERT:   (chronological order)    

 • iCERT portal for LCAs launched ...................................................... 84.3 

 • iCERT portal, mandatory filing delayed ........................................... 85.3 

 • iCert portal became mandatory July 1 ............................................ 87.4 

 • iCert LCA system problems ............................................................ 88.6 

 • iCert system: problems with LCA processing ................................ 89.3 

Immigration reform, comprehensive bill introduced ........................... 92.6 

Immigration reform, 2010 prospects for comprehensive ................... 93.4 

Immigration relief approved by Senate ............................................... 43.3 

Immigration OnPoint........................................................................... 73.5 

Immigrant visa limits, impact of  (J&H Special Focus) ........................ 35.4 

Immigrant visas remain backlogged ................................................... 42.3 

Immigration and Naturalization Service......................................... see INS 

Immigration sponsorship agreements ................................................ 46.3 

Independent contractors (J&H Special Focus) .................................... 20.4 

India:   (chronological order)    

 • India and Pakistan travel warnings .................................................... 2.2 

 • Indian applicants, visa issuance fee eliminated .............................. 55.3 

 • Chennai, New Delhi & Mumbai visa applications............................ 58.4 

 • India, EB-2 retrogression ................................................................ 67.3 

 • India, more EB-2 retrogression ...................................................... 68.5 
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1  May  2002 
2  June  2002 
3  July  2002 
4  August  2002 
5  September  2002 
6  October  2002 
7  November  2002 
8  December  2002 
9  January 2003  

10  February 2003 
11  March  2003 
12  April  2003 
13  May  2003 
14  June  2003 

15  July  2003 
16  August  2003 

17  September  2003 
18  October  2003 
19  November  2003 
20  December  2003 
21  January 2004 

22  February 2004 
23  March  2004 
24  April  2004 
25  May  2004 
26  June  2004 
27  July  2004 
28  August  2004 
29  September  2004 
30  October  2004 
31  November  2004 
32  December  2004 

33  January 2005 

34  February 2005 
35  March  2005 
36  April  2005 
37  May  2005 
38  June  2005 
39  July  2005 
40  August  2005 
41  September  2005 
42  October  2005 
43  November  2005 
44  December  2005 
45  January 2006 

46  February 2006 
47  March  2006 
48  April  2006 
49  May  2006 
50  June  2006 

51  July  2006 
52  August  2006 
53  September  2006 
54  October  2006 
55  November  2006 
56  December  2006 
57  January 2007 

58  February 2007 
59  March  2007 
60  April  2007 
61  May  2007 
62  June  2007 
63  July  2007 
64  August  2007 
65  September  2007 
66  October  2007 
67  November  2007 
68  December  2007 
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69  January 2008 

70  February 2008 
71  March  2008 
72  April  2008 
73  May  2008 
74  June  2008 
75  July  2008 
76  August  2008 
77  September  2008 
78  October  2008 
79  November  2008 
80  December  2008 
81  January 2009 

82  February 2009 
83  March  2009 
84  April  2009 
85  May  2009 
86  June  2009 

87  July  2009 
88  August  2009 
89  September  2009 
90  October  2009 
91  November  2009 
92  December  2009 
93  January 2010 

94  February 2010 
95  March  2010 
96  April  2010 
97  May  2010 
98  June  2010 
99  July  2010 
100  August  2010 
101  September  2010 
102  October  2010 
103  November  2010 
104  December  2010 

 • India EB-2 unavailable, February Visa Bulletin .................................69.2 

 • India EB-2progresses, EB3 retrogression likely.............................. 73.3 

 • India EB-2 progresses, EB3 unavailable ..........................................75.2 

 • India EB2 creeps ahead ...................................................................76.1 

 • India and China EB3 retrogress. ......................................................77.2 

 • India, U.S. Embassies adjust consular exchange rate .....................83.3 

 • India and China EB2 dates move forward ......................................87.5 

 • India and China EB2, more progress ..............................................88.5 

 • India and China EB2 creep...............................................................89.3 

  • India: Business and employment visa update ................................90.2 

 • India:  Changes to business and tourist visas..................................93.3 

InfoPass program to be expanded ......................................................26.2 

INS - Immigration & Naturalization Service:  (chron. order) 

 • INS processing delays due to IBIS ....................................................1.1 

 • INS reorganization, proposed bill .......................................................1.1 

 • INS launches SEVIS...........................................................................3.2 

 • INS Commissioner resigns ................................................................5.1 

 • INS audit ............................................................................................6.1 

 • INS on-line case status system .........................................................6.1 

 • INS: SSNs and verification of documentation....................................6.1 

 • INS hold lifted on approvals of adjustments/NATZ............................9.2 
 • INS document shredding.................................................................10.1 

 • INS filing fees temporarily lowered .................................................10.2 

 • INS transitions to BCIS ....................................................................11.1 

INS after Feb 2003 (“BCIS” 2/28/03-8/30/03) .......................... see USCIS 

Inspections, USICS to conduct 25,000 on-site ...................................91.2 

International in-transit programs suspended....................................... 16.2 

International-To-International (ITI) program suspended ...................... 16.2 

Internet case status proposed by INS................................................... 4.3 

Irish students, new J-1 program ......................................................... 78.2 

Italy:   (chronological order)    

 • Italy, work permits .......................................................................... 46.3 

 • Italy: Permits of Stay applications ..................................................  57.2 

 • Italy: Transitory measures lifted ...................................................... 52.3 

 • Italy: Short-term permits of stay ..................................................... 59.2 

 • Italy: Work permit holders from any EU country............................. 60.5 

 • Italy:  Update on Short-Term Permit of Stay ................................... 61.6 

ITI program suspended ....................................................................... 16.1 

J-1 visas:   (chronological order) 

 • J-1 Exchange Visitor visas (J&H Special Focus).............................. 17.4 

 • J-1 visa holders with cap-subject H-1B: no relief ........................... 26.1 

 • J-1 program changes....................................................................... 49.2 

 • J-1, new programs for Korean and Irish students ........................... 78.2 

J&H opens branch office in the Netherlands ...................................... 47.3 

J&H processing change: TN preflight packages ................................. 17.5 

Japan, new entry requirements for visitors ....................................... 65.4 

Judiciary Committee members named............................................... 10.2 

Korean students, new J-1 program..................................................... 78.2 

L-1:   (chronological order) 

 • L visa program, uncertain future ..................................................... 15.1 

 • L-1 legislation and H-1B “spillover” ................................................ 16.1 

 • L-1B and H-1B amendments signed (J&H Special Focus) ............. 32.4 
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 • L-1 fee increase proposed ...............................................................42.1 

 • L-1: L-2 status doesn’t count against L-1 ....................................... 56.2 

L-2/H-4 status doesn’t count against L-1/H-1 ..................................... 56.2 

Labor certification:   (chronological order) 

 • Labor certifications, PERM proposed ................................................1.3 

 • RIR labor certifications and layoffs ....................................................2.2 

 • Labor certification automatic remands, RIR ....................................15.3 

 • RIR labor certification, automatic remands......................................15.3 

 • Labor certification remands, RIR: update ........................................16.4 

 • RIR, PERM and backlogs update.....................................................19.3 

 • Labor certification: RIR processing time changes ...........................22.2 

 • Labor certification processing changes (J&H Spec. Focus).............31.2 

 • Labor certification substitutions to be eliminated?..........................37.3 

 • Labor certifications, multiple, restricted in new plan.......................40.5 

 • Labor certification substitutions—to be eliminated? .......................40.7 

 • Labor certification backlog elimination, update ...............................41.3 

 • Labor certifications, blue .................................................................43.3 

 • Labor certifications, approved, new rules proposed........................46.2 

 • RIR conversion:  Is it right for you? ................................................54.2 

 • Labor certifications, erroneous withdrawals....................................55.4 

 • Labor certs, RIR conversion window announcement......................56.5 

 • Labor cert subs & validity, final rule sent for review .......................58.3 

 • Labor certs, update on RIR conversion cases .................................58.4 

 • Labor certs, premium processing suspended .................................61.2 

 • Labor certs, final rule on substitutions ............................................61.5 

 • Labor certifications in a declining economy.....................................79.6 

Labor Condition Application.......................................................... see LCA 

“Labyrinth of immigration law”, congressional memo .......................40.8 

Layoffs and RIR labor certifications.......................................................2.2 

LCA:  (chronological order) 

 • LCA & H-1B issues ............................................................................6.2 

 • LCA (H-1B) violations, $2.65 million penalty ...................................44.2 

 • LCA, DOL publishes draft of new form ...........................................75.3 

 • LCA, slower processing expected in 2009 ......................................77.3 

 • LCA, new form coming soon...........................................................82.3 

 • LCA penalties: Recent case decision—substantial liability..............94.4 

Legislative updates:  (chronological order) 

 • Legislative Corner: Hope for immigration bill ..................................49.3 

 • Legislative Corner: Senate immigration reform...............................62.5 

 • Legislative update .......................................................................... 61.1 

 • Legislative update: Immigration bills in committee......................... 77.4 

 • Legislative update ........................................................................... 83.3 

Limits, immigration visas, impact of  (J&H Special Focus) ................. 35.4 

“Liquidated damages” clauses in H-1B contracts .............................. 31.2 

Lithuania, Visa Waiver Program agreement........................................ 71.4 

Lobby Day 2010: Write your Representative /Senators...................... 95.5 

London, expedited appointments ....................................................... 49.3 

Lottery (Diversity)........................................................................... see DV 

Machine-readable visa fee increased.................................................... 6.2 

Machine-readable passports:   (chronological order) 

 • Machine-readable passports required for VWP............................... 15.3 

 • Machine-readable passports postponed ......................................... 18.2 

 • Machine readable passports required ............................................. 37.2 

Mantis (visa) security clearances extended ........................................ 34.3 

Master’s cap:   (chronological order) 

 • Master’s holders, H-1B numbers available ..................................... 42.2 

 • Master’s degree update, H-1B numbers......................................... 43.2 

 • Master’s update, H-1B numbers..................................................... 44.1 

 • Master’s cap lottery, H-1B .............................................................. 61.3 

 • Master’s cap cases, update ............................................................ 62.2 

Medical Certification, extension of (Form I-693) ................................. 71.4 

Medical exams valid until adjustment adjudicated.............................. 33.1 

Medical examination for AOS, new form I-693................................... 72.2  

Mexican TNs and NAFTA (J&H Special Focus) ................................... 22.3 

Mexico: New regulations in effect ...................................................... 97.4 

Moving, Foreign National must notify INS within 10 days...................  3.1 

Multiple filings (DOL):  (chronological order) 

 • Multiple labor certifications restricted in new policy....................... 40.5 

 • Multiple filings reconsidered, DOL.................................................. 41.3 

 • Multiple filings, updated PERM guidance ....................................... 45.3 

Mumbai, Chennai, & New Delhi visa applications .............................  58.4 

N-470: Preserving residence for naturalization ................................... 47.2 

NAFTA and Mexican TNs (J&H Special Focus) ................................... 22.3 

Name check:  (chronological order) 

 • Name check, FBI policy changed for AOS cases ............................ 70.2 

 • Name check , FBI policy for AOS cases, update............................. 71.2 

 • Name check backlog eliminated ..................................................... 87.3 

National Interest Waivers (Special Focus: LC Alternatives) ................ 13.3 
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1  May  2002 
2  June  2002 
3  July  2002 
4  August  2002 
5  September  2002 
6  October  2002 
7  November  2002 
8  December  2002 
9  January 2003  

10  February 2003 
11  March  2003 
12  April  2003 
13  May  2003 
14  June  2003 

15  July  2003 
16  August  2003 

17  September  2003 
18  October  2003 
19  November  2003 
20  December  2003 
21  January 2004 

22  February 2004 
23  March  2004 
24  April  2004 
25  May  2004 
26  June  2004 
27  July  2004 
28  August  2004 
29  September  2004 
30  October  2004 
31  November  2004 
32  December  2004 

33  January 2005 

34  February 2005 
35  March  2005 
36  April  2005 
37  May  2005 
38  June  2005 
39  July  2005 
40  August  2005 
41  September  2005 
42  October  2005 
43  November  2005 
44  December  2005 
45  January 2006 

46  February 2006 
47  March  2006 
48  April  2006 
49  May  2006 
50  June  2006 

51  July  2006 
52  August  2006 
53  September  2006 
54  October  2006 
55  November  2006 
56  December  2006 
57  January 2007 

58  February 2007 
59  March  2007 
60  April  2007 
61  May  2007 
62  June  2007 
63  July  2007 
64  August  2007 
65  September  2007 
66  October  2007 
67  November  2007 
68  December  2007 
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69  January 2008 

70  February 2008 
71  March  2008 
72  April  2008 
73  May  2008 
74  June  2008 
75  July  2008 
76  August  2008 
77  September  2008 
78  October  2008 
79  November  2008 
80  December  2008 
81  January 2009 

82  February 2009 
83  March  2009 
84  April  2009 
85  May  2009 
86  June  2009 

87  July  2009 
88  August  2009 
89  September  2009 
90  October  2009 
91  November  2009 
92  December  2009 
93  January 2010 

94  February 2010 
95  March  2010 
96  April  2010 
97  May  2010 
98  June  2010 
99  July  2010 
100  August  2010 
101  September  2010 
102  October  2010 
103  November  2010 
104  December  2010 

National Passport Information Center, services improved ..................16.4 

National Security and Records Verification Directorate. ..................... 53.2 

Naturalization:   (chronological order) 

 • Naturalization exam flash cards .......................................................42.2 

 • Naturalization, preserving residence for (N-470)..............................47.2 

 • Naturalization backlog eliminated .................................................. 54.2 

 • Naturalization exam to be revised .................................................. 56.1 

 • Naturalization, revised guide .......................................................... 57.2 

 • Naturalization test redesigned ........................................................ 58.2 

 • Naturalization test, new...................................................................66.2 

 • Naturalization processing update.....................................................72.2 

 • Naturalization process and exam, changes .....................................77.1 

 • Naturalization, new test fully implemented 10/1/09 ........................90.2 

Nebraska Service Center (USCIS) ................................................see NSC 

Netherlands:   (chronological order) 

 • Netherlands, J&H opens branch office............................................47.3 

 • Netherlands, “Global Spotlight” ......................................................49.3 

 • Netherlands:  “Knowledge worker” .............................................. 54.4 

 • Netherlands: Expedited travel for Dutch citizens ............................73.4 

 • Netherlands: Dutch Consulate opening San Francisco office..........93.3 

New Delhi, Chennai & Mumbai visa applications............................... 58.4 

NIV applications:   (chronological order) 

 • NIV applications, new procedure may cause delay ........................ 68.4 

 • NIV application fees to increase January 1, 2008........................... 68.4  

NIV embassy delays ............................................................................16.2 

NIV interview process at U.S. consulates ...........................................16.4 

NIW (Special Focus: Labor Cert Alternatives) ..................................... 13.3 

“No match” ................................................................................. see SSA 

No-risk visitors, CBP officer discretion in admitting............................ 28.2 

NOID and RFE “flexible” response times, final rule........................... 60.3 

Norway: residence permit expansion ................................................. 85.3 

NSC - Nebraska Service Center:   (chronological order) 

 • NSC processes I-485s for pre-adjudication ..................................... 48.1 

 • NSC:  I-485s transferred to NSC and TSC....................................... 59.2 

 • NSC: Transfers of Pending I-140s from TSC to NSC ...................... 85.1 

NSEERS funding suspended by Senate.............................................. 10.2 

“O” and “P” filing times extended..................................................... 60.3 

Office of Security and Integrity ..................................................... see OSI 

OPT F-1 ext., for certain students and employers ............................. 72.3 

OPT extension and  H-1B cap gap, Q&A ............................................ 74.2 

Original signatures, USCIS memo “withdrawn” ................................ 94.1 

OSI:   (chronological order) 

• OSI: Office of Security and Integrity created ................................... 59.2 

Origin, EEOC guidance on discrimination ............................................. 8.4 

Outstanding Professor/Researcher Eb1b (Special Focus)................... 12.3 

Outbound visas and work permits ...................................................... 45.3 

“P” and “O” filing times extended..................................................... 60.3 

Pakistan and India travel warnings........................................................ 2.2 

Pakistan: special registration................................................................. 9.1 

Passports, biometric deadline extension urged .................................. 25.2 

Passports, biometric deadline extended............................................. 28.2 

Passport Card proposal ...................................................................... 55.3 
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Passport Card applications, DOS accepting ........................................69.4 

Passports, digital photo required.........................................................43.3 

Passports, machine-readable required for VWP..................................15.3 

Passports, machine-readable postponed ............................................18.2 

Passports, needed for air travel beginning 1/23/07 .............................57.2 

Passport  services improved ...............................................................16.4 

Passports, U.S., invalid if revoked, lost or stolen ................................24.2 

Passports, U.S. passport application now online ................................38.2 

Passports, passports required as of October 1, 2007 ........................65.4 

Passport card, new U.S. ......................................................................76.1 

PERM:   (chronological order) 

 • PERM proposed by DOL ...................................................................1.3 

 • PERM update, July 2002 ...................................................................3.2 

 • PERM update, November  2002........................................................7.3 

 • PERM update, January 2003 .............................................................9.2 
 • PERM update, May 2003 ................................................................13.2 

 • PERM, RIR and backlogs update, November 2003 .........................19.3 

 • PERM update, January 2004 ...........................................................21.1 

 • PERM regulations sent to OMB ......................................................23.1 

 • PERM update, April 2004 ................................................................24.2 

 • PERM still waiting in the wings.......................................................25.2 

 • PERM still in limbo...........................................................................26.4 

 • PERM implementation date still unknown ......................................29.3 

 • PERM soon to come?......................................................................30.3 

 • PERM appears imminent.................................................................32.3 

 • PERM, finally (J&H Special Focus) ..................................................33.2 

 • PERM: Coming soon! .....................................................................34.4 

 • PERM update from AILA .................................................................35.2 

 • PERM FAQs from DOL ...................................................................35.3 

 • PERM: Not quite the greatest thing ...............................................36.2 

 • PERM: What employers can expect................................................37.3 

 • PERM and BPC FAQs updated........................................................37.4 

 • PERM update...................................................................................38.3 

 • PERM: The first 100 days................................................................39.3 

 • PERM, updated guidance on multiple filings...................................45.3 

 • PERM, new FAQs issued by DOL ..................................................47.2 

 • PERM statistics from DOL ..............................................................48.2 

 • PERM: New PERM FAQs................................................................56.5 

 • PERM: RIR conversion window announcement ............................ 56.5 

 • PERM statistics released ................................................................ 60.3 

 • PERM update ................................................................................. 65.4 

 • PERM audits on the rise ................................................................. 67.4 

 • PERM processing , DOL to centralize............................................. 71.5 

 • PERM recruitment integrity, enforce by stern measures ............... 74.4 

 • PERM, selected FY 2008 statistics ................................................. 75.3 

 • PERM processing times update...................................................... 76.2 

 • PERM form and filing changes in 2009........................................... 77.3 

 • PERM, new form coming soon....................................................... 82.3 

 • PERM statistics for 4th Quarter, 2008 ............................................ 82.3 

 • PERM processing times, release of new forms ............................. 84.3 

 • PERM processing times slow to a crawl ........................................ 87.4 

 • PERM processing times slow to a crawl ........................................ 87.4 

• PERM / LCA prevailing wage changes in 2010 ............................... 91.5 

 • PERM, prevailing wage system changes........................................ 92.5 

 • PERM processing time update ....................................................... 93.2 

 • PERM processing dates roll back and forward ............................... 95.3 

 • PERM, H-1B processing data for FY 2009 ...................................... 95.4 

• PERM approval notices, printing errors............................................ 95.4 

 • PERM processing times update...................................................... 96.3 

 • PERM processing times update...................................................... 97.4 

Photo screening tool for E-Verify program ......................................... 66.2 

Photograph specifications, new USCIS .............................................. 28.1 

Plotkin quoted in BioWorld Today....................................................... 76.2 

Premium processing:  (chronological order) 

 • Premium processing audit .............................................................. 11.2 

 • Premium processing update, I-140s, May 2002 ............................... 1.2 

 • Premium processing update, I-140s, June 2002............................... 2.1 

 • Premium processing of I-140s? ...................................................... 49.2 

 • Premium processing for EB-3 I-140s .............................................. 53.1 

 • Premium processing, new categories ............................................ 54.1 

 • Premium processing of I-140/LC suspended .................................. 61.2 

 • Premium processing terminated for I-140s..................................... 63.3 

 • Premium Processing for I-140s suspended indefinitely ................. 64.1 

 • Premium Processing resumed for some I-140 cases ..................... 74.1 

 • Premium processing for I-140s narrowly expanded........................ 82.1 

 • Premium processing resumed on I-140 filings................................ 87.2 

Prevailing wage:   (chronological order) 

 • Prevailing wage guidance from DOL................................................  4.3 
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13  May  2003 
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33  January 2005 

34  February 2005 
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37  May  2005 
38  June  2005 
39  July  2005 
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41  September  2005 
42  October  2005 
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45  January 2006 
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63  July  2007 
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69  January 2008 

70  February 2008 
71  March  2008 
72  April  2008 
73  May  2008 
74  June  2008 
75  July  2008 
76  August  2008 
77  September  2008 
78  October  2008 
79  November  2008 
80  December  2008 
81  January 2009 

82  February 2009 
83  March  2009 
84  April  2009 
85  May  2009 
86  June  2009 

87  July  2009 
88  August  2009 
89  September  2009 
90  October  2009 
91  November  2009 
92  December  2009 
93  January 2010 

94  February 2010 
95  March  2010 
96  April  2010 
97  May  2010 
98  June  2010 
99  July  2010 
100  August  2010 
101  September  2010 
102  October  2010 
103  November  2010 
104  December  2010 

 • Prevailing wage survey, SC/CHiPS ..................................................20.2 

 • Prevailing wage delays at EDD........................................................40.6 

 • Prevailing wage revisions ............................................................... 51.4 

 • Prevailing wages – 2010 PERM / LCA wage changes.....................91.5 

 • Prevailing wage system changes—PERM and H-1B.......................92.5 

Priority dates, EB forward movement .................................................36.2 

Priority dates, backward EB movement soon? ...................................36.2 

Priority dates for EB3 retrogress ........................................................32.2 

Processing times:   (chronological order) 

 • Processing delays at DOS ...............................................................60.4 

 • Processing delays at INS due to IBIS ............................................... 1.1 

 • Processing time changes for RIR cases ..........................................22.2 

 • Processing times change on uscis.gov .......................................... 53.1 

 • Processing times, USCIS “advisory” - expect delays .................... 67.1 

 • Processing data for FY 2009, PERM / H-1B ....................................95.4 

Program Electronic Review Mgmt ............................................see PERM 

Qatar eliminates “Visa Upon Arrival” on May 1, 2010 ........................96.5 

Quota Bulletin.................................................................. see Visa Bulletin 

Radio tag I-94 pilot project...................................................................40.4 

REAL ID becomes law ........................................................................37.1 

Receipt notices from CIS: Errors.........................................................19.2 

Receipt delays, USCIS.........................................................................49.1 

Receipt delays, AOS ...........................................................................66.2 

Reentry Permits:  (chronological order) 

 • Reentry permits to require biometrics submission ........................71.3  

 • Reentry permits, biometric changes ...............................................75.1 

Reform, comprehensive immigration reform?.................................... 42.2 

Registration.................................................. see also Special Registration 

Registration rule for certain immigrants................................................ 5.1 

Registration rule extended to more nationalities .................................. 6.2 
Religious worker program legislation.................................................. 18.2 

Request for Evidence....................................................................see RFE 
Residence, preserving for naturalization (N-470) ................................ 47.2 

Restrictionist Immigration Bill introduced ............................................  3.2 

Retrogression, severe employment-based visa.................................. 41.1 

RFEs, when are they appropriate (Special Focus)............................... 25.3 

RFE and NOID “flexible” response times, final rule........................... 60.3 

RFE notices for 6/4/2009 not sent by Vermont Service Center .......... 88.4 

RIR labor certifications ............................................see Labor certification 

Saudi Arabia: special registration, Jan. 2003......................................... 9.1 

SAVE Act:  (chronological order) 

 • SAVE Act, contact Congress to oppose.........................................  68.1 

 • SAVE Act is gaining support: Tell Congress “No!”......................... 70.3 

SC/CHiPS wage survey....................................................................... 20.2 
Scams, green card, DOS warning....................................................... 78.3 

Schengen transit visa category eliminated ......................................... 96.5 

Section 106(a) of AC-21, H-1B workers ...............................................  1.2 

Secure America and Orderly Immigration Act .................................... 47.4 

Security checks update and summary, Sept. 2002..............................  5.2 

Security check feedback and guidance .............................................. 40.3 

Security holds, visa application delays ................................................ 82.4 

Senate approves immigration relief .................................................... 43.3 
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Senate immigration reform .................................................................62.5 

Senate passes budget bill without H-1B/EB provisions ......................45.3 

SENTRI, new cards .............................................................................74.3 

SEVIS - Student & Exchange Visitor Info. System:  (chron.) 

 • Student monitoring: transitional program ......................................... 6.2 

 • SEVIS launched................................................................................. 3.1 

Shanghai, China: Expedited B-1 business visas ..................................38.3 

Shanghai, China: Background checks..................................................63.3 

Shredding at the California Service Center........................................... 2.2 

Singapore:  (chronological order) 

 • Singapore and Chile FTAs impact H-1B cap ....................................18.1 

 • Singapore, two new work categories..............................................70.5 

 • Singapore, “In Principle Approval letter” change ............................71.6 

 • Singapore, Long Term Pass card.....................................................75.3 

 • Singapore: Long Term Pass.............................................................87.6 

 Slovakia, Visa Waiver Program agreement.........................................71.4 

“Smart Border Action Plan” — U.S.-Canada........................................ 5.3 

Social Security Administration...................................................... see SSA 

Special Focus: 31 years at J&H, by Jeff Rummel ...............................29.3 

Special Focus: Adjustment of Status ..................................................10.3 

Special Focus: Backlogs for immigrant visas?.....................................30.4 

Special Focus: Consular Processing vs AOS (part 1)............................ 9.3 
Special Focus: Consular Processing vs AOS (part 2)...........................10.3 

Special Focus: DOL backlog reduction process ..................................34.4 

Special Focus: Employment reverification issues, part 2 ................. 19.4 

Special Focus: H-1B cap, dealing with the ..........................................23.2 

Special Focus: H-1B and L-1B amendments signed ...........................32.4 

Special Focus: I-9 compliance .............................................................15.3 

Special Focus: I-9 employmt eligibility reverification, part I.................37.4 

Special Focus: I-9 employmt eligibility reverification, part 2................38.4 

Special Focus: I-9 reverification issues, part I .....................................18.2 

Special Focus: I-9 reverification issues, part 2 ....................................19.4 

Special Focus: Impact of Immigrant visa limits ..................................35.4 

Special Focus: Independent contractors .............................................20.4 

Special Focus: J-1 Exchange Visitor visas ...........................................17.4 

Special Focus: Labor Cert Alternatives (EB-1a) ...................................11.4 

Special Focus: Labor Cert Alternatives (EB-1b) ...................................12.3 

Special Focus: Labor Cert Alternatives (EB-1c) ...................................14.3 

Special Focus: Labor Cert Alternatives: (EB-2) ....................................13.3 

Special Focus: Labor Certs—RIR remands ......................................... 16.4 

Special Focus: Labor cert processing changes ................................... 31.2 

Special Focus: PERM, finally............................................................... 33.2 

Special Focus: US-VISIT expanded to major air/sea ports .................. 28.3 

Special Focus: When are RFEs appropriate? ...................................... 25.3 

Special Focus: Where are the 20,000 new H-1Bs? ............................ 36.3 

Special Registration:  (chronological order) 

 • Special registration for certain immigrants.......................................  5.1 

 • Special registration extended to more nationalities .........................  6.1 

 • Special registration expanded, Nov.  2002.......................................  7.2 

 • Special registration expanded, Dec. 2002........................................  8.2 

 • Special Registration: Pakistan and Saudi Arabia...............................  9.1 

 • Special registration: deadline extended ......................................... 10.1 
 • Special registration update.............................................................. 11.2 

 • Special registration: call-in compliance period,................................ 19.1 
 • Special registration: annual re-registration suspended.................... 20.1 

 • Special registration: blanket 30-day registr. suspended.................. 20.1 

Sponsorship agreements, immigration ............................................... 46.3 

Spring Break tips................................................................................. 83.3 

SSA:   (chronological order) 

 • SSA: status verification process to issue SSNs ...............................  5.3 

 • SSA: verification of documentation with INS ...................................  6.1 

 • SSA: delay in issuance of SSNs continues...................................... 12.1 

 • SSA “no match” letters .................................................................  50.3 

 • SSA "no match" letters ................................................................... 64.2 

 • SSA “no match” letters delayed .................................................... 65.3 

 • SSA “no match” letters, update .................................................... 66.2 

 • DHS blinks on “no match” ............................................................. 67.2 

 • “Supplemental” proposed “no match” rule ................................... 72.6 

 • “No Match” rule published ............................................................. 79.3 

 • No-Match Rule abandoned, E-Verify efforts increased ................... 87.1 

 • No-Match Rule, DHS publishes rule rescinding ............................. 88.1 

SSN:   (chronological order) 

 • SSNs: status verification process.....................................................  5.3 

 • SSNs: verification of documentation with INS .................................  6.1 

 • SSNs: delay in issuance continues.................................................. 12.1 

 • SSNs: mismatched SSNs lead to firings ......................................... 12.2 

 • SSN required to begin working? ..................................................... 47.5 

Stakeholder Meetings, USCIS ............................................................ 96.1 
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Key to the issue numbers 

1  May  2002 
2  June  2002 
3  July  2002 
4  August  2002 
5  September  2002 
6  October  2002 
7  November  2002 
8  December  2002 
9  January 2003  

10  February 2003 
11  March  2003 
12  April  2003 
13  May  2003 
14  June  2003 

15  July  2003 
16  August  2003 

17  September  2003 
18  October  2003 
19  November  2003 
20  December  2003 
21  January 2004 

22  February 2004 
23  March  2004 
24  April  2004 
25  May  2004 
26  June  2004 
27  July  2004 
28  August  2004 
29  September  2004 
30  October  2004 
31  November  2004 
32  December  2004 

33  January 2005 

34  February 2005 
35  March  2005 
36  April  2005 
37  May  2005 
38  June  2005 
39  July  2005 
40  August  2005 
41  September  2005 
42  October  2005 
43  November  2005 
44  December  2005 
45  January 2006 

46  February 2006 
47  March  2006 
48  April  2006 
49  May  2006 
50  June  2006 

51  July  2006 
52  August  2006 
53  September  2006 
54  October  2006 
55  November  2006 
56  December  2006 
57  January 2007 

58  February 2007 
59  March  2007 
60  April  2007 
61  May  2007 
62  June  2007 
63  July  2007 
64  August  2007 
65  September  2007 
66  October  2007 
67  November  2007 
68  December  2007 
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69  January 2008 

70  February 2008 
71  March  2008 
72  April  2008 
73  May  2008 
74  June  2008 
75  July  2008 
76  August  2008 
77  September  2008 
78  October  2008 
79  November  2008 
80  December  2008 
81  January 2009 

82  February 2009 
83  March  2009 
84  April  2009 
85  May  2009 
86  June  2009 

87  July  2009 
88  August  2009 
89  September  2009 
90  October  2009 
91  November  2009 
92  December  2009 
93  January 2010 

94  February 2010 
95  March  2010 
96  April  2010 
97  May  2010 
98  June  2010 
99  July  2010 
100  August  2010 
101  September  2010 
102  October  2010 
103  November  2010 
104  December  2010 

“StartUp Visa” category proposed in Senate......................................95.5 

Student and Exchange Visitor Information System..................  see SEVIS 

Student monitoring: transitional program............................................. 6.2 

Student visas, longer validity for Chinese nationals ............................38.3 

Students: Border Student Commuter Act ............................................ 7.3 

Substitutions, labor certification ............................ see Labor Certification 

Summer travel tips, CBP .....................................................................74.4 

Sunset of H-1B $1000 filing fee ..........................................................18.1 

“Swine Flu” impacting visas, travel worldwide ..................................85.2 

Switzerland:  (chronological order) 

 • Switzerland joins Schengen visa scheme ........................................81.3 

 • Switzerland:  Limits on annual permits............................................93.3 

TARP data required for H-1B petitions ................................................83.1 

TCN visa:   (chronological order) 

 • TCN visa applicants .......................................................................... 1.3 

 • TCN visas, Ciudad Juarez no longer issues ...................................... 7.4 

 • TCN visas: Ciudad Juarez resumes processing...............................12.2 

 • Changes to TCN processing in Mexico ...........................................79.2 

Temporary Worker Program proposed, Pres. Bush ............................21.1 

Texas Service Center (USCIS) .....................................................  see TSC 

Third Country National ................................................................. see TCN 

TN:   (chronological order) 

 • TN holders with approved H-1Bs, difficulties ................................... 1.2 

 • TN, Regulation re three-year validity clears OMB............................72.2 

 • TN 3-year period of stay proposed ..................................................73.1 

 • TN validity increased to 3 years.......................................................78.1 

 • TNs, CBP addresses green card processing ................................... 82.4 

Transit Without Visa (TWOV) program suspended ............................. 16.2 

Travel:  (chronological order) 

 • Travel warnings, India and Pakistan .................................................  2.2 

 • Travel advisory, holidays 2002 .........................................................  7.5 

 • Holiday travel, December 2002........................................................  8.4 

 • Travel and visa issuance update, April 2003 ................................... 12.3 

 • Travel advisory holidays 2003 and new US-VISIT ........................... 19.2 

 • Travel advisory, holidays 2003 ........................................................ 20.2 

 • Travel documents, important changes............................................ 36.1 

 • Travel advisory, USCIS .................................................................... 43.1 

 • Travelers, new requirements .......................................................... 51.3 

 • Travel advisory for holidays 2006 ................................................... 55.2 

 • Travel flexibility for U.S. passport applicants................................... 62.4 

 • Travel: Do you know where your employees are?.......................... 66.1 

 • Travel advisory:  Past criminal arrests, etc. ...................................  66.3 

 • Travel, I-485 receipt requirement removed..................................... 67.2 

 • Travel documents, new requirements ........................................... 68.3 

 • Travel: AOS travelers must be able to prove status........................ 69.2 

 • Travel: Summer travel advisory....................................................... 73.2 

 • Travel in summer: Plan ahead before crossing border.................... 73.3 

Travelcast, CBP................................................................................... 97.3 

Traveler Redress Inquiry Program (“TRIP”) ........................................ 57.2 

TRIP: Traveler Redress Inquiry Program ............................................. 57.2 

TSC - Texas Server Center:   (chronological order) 

 • TSC, file transfers to ....................................................................... 49.1 
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 • TSC, H-1Bs transferred to ...............................................................51.2 

 • TSC:  I-485s transferred to NSC and TSC....................................... 59.2 

 • TSC: Transfers of Pending I-140s from TSC to NSC .......................85.1 

TWOV program suspended.................................................................16.2 

U.K.:   (chronological order) 

 • U.K., non-EU immigration system ...................................................48.3 

 • U.K., London, expedited appointments ...........................................49.3 

 • U.K., highly Skilled Migrant Program .............................................. 55.4 

 • U.K., visa fee increase .....................................................................59.2 

 • U.K., changes to immigration policy ................................................60.5 

 • U.K., International Graduates Scheme ............................................61.6 

 • U.K., biometric data for all visa applicants required........................ 68.5 

 • U.K., new work authorization process.............................................70.5 

 • U.K., change in breach of condition ramifications ...........................71.6 

 • U.K., significant change in business immigration ............................77.4 

 • U.K.: amendments to visa requirements.........................................82.5 

 • U.K. work authorization changes effective April 1, 2009.................83.4 

 • U.K.:  Changes to Tier 2 intra company transfers............................93.3 

 • U.K.: Changes to Tier One, Tier Two...............................................95.6 

Unreasonable delays (DOL) lawsuit rejected ......................................42.3 

US-Arrival and US-Arrival at selected land crossings...........................32.3 

U.S.-Canada “Smart Border Action Plan” ............................................ 5.3 

U.S. passports invalid if revoked, lost or stolen ..................................24.2 

U.S. Passport Card applications, DOS accepting .............................. 69.4 

US-Arrival and US-VISIT at selected land crossings ............................32.3 

US-Arrival, US-VISIT updates...............................................................34.2 

US-VISIT:   (chronological order) 

 • US-VISIT entry-exit program ............................................................13.2 

 • US-VISIT and holiday travel advisory ...............................................19.2 

 • US-VISIT program launched by DHS ...............................................21.1 

 • US-VISIT extended to VWP travelers ..............................................24.1 

 • US-VISIT expanded (J&H Special Focus) .........................................28.3 

 • US-VISIT at selected land crossings ................................................30.2 

 • US-VISIT and US-Arrival at selected land crossings ........................32.3 

 • US-VISIT, US-Arrival updates...........................................................34.2 

 • US-VISIT/visa policy video on Web..................................................40.5 

 • US-VISIT program expanded ...........................................................52.1 

 • US-VISIT:  “Checkout” when departing ..........................................61.3 

 • US-VISIT expands to permanent residents, others ........................80.3 

USCIS application fees increase ......................................................... 24.1 

USCIS backlog reduction .................................................................... 31.1 

USCIS direct mail filing expanded....................................................... 32.1 

USCIS director, new ........................................................................... 45.1 

USCIS direct mail program expanded 4/21/2005 ................................ 36.1 

USCIS electronic filing ........................................................................ 13.1 

USCIS electronic filing, update ........................................................... 14.1 

USCIS expands Case Status Online.................................................... 25.1 

USCIS fees increase ........................................................................... 42.1 

USCIS filing receipt delays.................................................................. 49.1 

USICS on-site inspections................................................................... 91.2 

USCIS over-issued FY2005 H-1Bs ...................................................... 43.1 

USCIS receipt notices: Errors ............................................................. 19.2 

USCIS releases new H-1B numbers ................................................... 19.2 

USCIS reverses reduction in fees ....................................................... 11.2 

USCIS site visits, audits increasing..................................................... 90.1 

USCIS to increase filing fees .............................................................  62.1 

USCIS transfers cases .......................................................................  54.2 

USCIS transition from INS .................................................................. 11.1 

USCIS travel advisory.......................................................................... 43.1 

USCIS website makeover .................................................................. 55.1 

uscis.gov, processing times change ................................................... 53.1 

Vaccinations, technical instructions .................................................... 71.4 

Vaccination requirement changed, USCIS .......................................... 76.1 

Vaccination requirement, AOS cases held for change........................ 92.2 

Validity periods for EADS, flexible....................................................... 28.1 

Vermont Service Center (USCIS) ................................................  see VSC 

Violations, higher fines for immigration .............................................  71.6 

Violations, H-1B, fines and back wages ............................................. 95.3 

Visa applications abroad, more delays ................................................ 14.1 

Visa fee: Machine-readable visa fee increased ..................................... 6.2 

Visa issuance and travel update, April 2003........................................ 12.3 

Visa application, continuing delays, July 2003 .................................... 15.2 

Visa application delays, December 2003 ............................................ 20.2 

Visa processing fee—NIV, increase  proposed ................................... 92.4 

Visa applications: New Delhi, Chennai & Mumbai .............................. 58.4 

Visa applicants with drunk driving record............................................ 63.3 

Visa appointment delays at consular posts......................................... 39.2 

Visa appointments:  Delays expected................................................. 64.3 
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Key to the issue numbers 

1  May  2002 
2  June  2002 
3  July  2002 
4  August  2002 
5  September  2002 
6  October  2002 
7  November  2002 
8  December  2002 
9  January 2003  

10  February 2003 
11  March  2003 
12  April  2003 
13  May  2003 
14  June  2003 

15  July  2003 
16  August  2003 

17  September  2003 
18  October  2003 
19  November  2003 
20  December  2003 
21  January 2004 

22  February 2004 
23  March  2004 
24  April  2004 
25  May  2004 
26  June  2004 
27  July  2004 
28  August  2004 
29  September  2004 
30  October  2004 
31  November  2004 
32  December  2004 

33  January 2005 

34  February 2005 
35  March  2005 
36  April  2005 
37  May  2005 
38  June  2005 
39  July  2005 
40  August  2005 
41  September  2005 
42  October  2005 
43  November  2005 
44  December  2005 
45  January 2006 

46  February 2006 
47  March  2006 
48  April  2006 
49  May  2006 
50  June  2006 

51  July  2006 
52  August  2006 
53  September  2006 
54  October  2006 
55  November  2006 
56  December  2006 
57  January 2007 

58  February 2007 
59  March  2007 
60  April  2007 
61  May  2007 
62  June  2007 
63  July  2007 
64  August  2007 
65  September  2007 
66  October  2007 
67  November  2007 
68  December  2007 
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69  January 2008 

70  February 2008 
71  March  2008 
72  April  2008 
73  May  2008 
74  June  2008 
75  July  2008 
76  August  2008 
77  September  2008 
78  October  2008 
79  November  2008 
80  December  2008 
81  January 2009 

82  February 2009 
83  March  2009 
84  April  2009 
85  May  2009 
86  June  2009 

87  July  2009 
88  August  2009 
89  September  2009 
90  October  2009 
91  November  2009 
92  December  2009 
93  January 2010 

94  February 2010 
95  March  2010 
96  April  2010 
97  May  2010 
98  June  2010 
99  July  2010 
100  August  2010 
101  September  2010 
102  October  2010 
103  November  2010 
104  December  2010 

Visa Bulletin:    (chronological order) 

 • Visa Bulletin: EB-1, EB-2, EB-3 backlogs forecast ...........................40.4 

 • Visa Bulletin: Severe employment-based visa retrogression...........41.1 

 • Visa Bulletin: Immigrant visas remain backlogged ..........................42.3 

 • Visa Bulletin: Movement in December 2005...................................43.2 

 • Visa Bulletin for January 2006: Forward movement........................44.2 

 • Visa Bulletin for February 2006: Forward movement ......................45.2 

 • Visa Bulletin: Movement in all visa categories ................................46.2 

 • Visa Bulletin for May 2006: Limited movement ..............................48.2 

 • Visa Bulletin: Continued progress for June .....................................49.2 

 • Visa Bulletin update for July 2006 ...................................................50.2 

 • Visa Bulletin for September 2006: EB-3 advances ..........................52.2 

 • Visa Bulletin, October 2006 .............................................................53.2 

 • Visa Bulletin, November 2006 ........................................................54.3 

 • Visa Bulletin, Forward movement in January 2007 .........................56.4 

 • Visa Bulletin, February 2007: No movement ...................................55.2 

 • Visa Bulletin for March 2007: No changes ......................................58.4 

 • Visa Bulletin for July 2007: All EB categories Current .....................62.3 

 • Visa Bulletin:  July 2007 visa bulletin restored! .............................. 63.1 

 • Visa Bulletin, September 2007: Limited EB availability ...................64.2 

 • Visa Bulletin, February 2008: EB-2 India unavailable ...................... 69.2 

 • Visa Bulletin, May 2008: Forward movement ................................ 72.5 

 • Visa Bulletin, July 2008: EB3 unavailable for ALL countries............74.3 

 • Visa Bulletin, EB2 India, China progress; EB3 unavailable...............75.2 

 • Visa Bulletin, Sept. 2008: EB2 India, China creep ahead.................76.1 

 • Visa Bulletin, Oct. 2008: EB3 India and China retrogress................77.2 

 • Visa Bulletin, Nov. 2008: slight movement forward........................ 78.2 

 • Visa Bulletin, December 2008 Visa Bulletin, no changes................ 79.7 

 • January 2009, slight movement for EB2, EB3 India and China....... 80.2 

 • Visa Bulletin, February 2009 Visa Bulletin ....................................... 81.3 

 • Visa Bulletin, June 2009, retrogression of EB2 India ...................... 85.2 

 • Visa Bulletin, July 2009: Retrogression of EB2 China .................... 86.3 

 • Visa Bulletin, More progress in India and China EB2 ..................... 88.5 

• Visa Bulletin: EB3 returns, India & China EB2 creep........................ 89.3 

 • Visa Bulletin, November: Small movement forward ....................... 90.3 

 • Visa Bulletin, December: Only EB3 India change............................ 91.4 

 • Visa Bulletin: FY 2010 projections................................................... 92.3 

 • February 2010 DOS Visa Bulletin .................................................... 93.2 

 • March 2010 Visa Bulletin – limited progress................................... 94.3 

 • May 2010 Visa Bulletin: Employment categories crawl forward..... 96.3 

 • June 2010 Visa Bulletin: Limited progress...................................... 97.3 

Increase in nonimmigrant visa fee proposed ...................................... 92.4 

Visa Mantis security clearances extended.......................................... 34.3 

Visa revalidation office to close by October 2004............................... 26.3 

Visa processing times, consular.......................................................... 29.2 
Visa waiver eliminated for Canadian Landed Immigrants ................... 10.2 

Visa Waiver Program (VWP):    (chronological order) 

 • VWP, biometric passport deadline extended .................................. 28.2 

 • VWP update, March 2003 ............................................................... 11.3 

 • VWP, machine-readable passport requirement............................... 15.3 

 • VWP travelers, US-VISIT extended to ............................................. 24.1 

 • VWP, new entry requirements........................................................ 29.2 
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 • VWP passport requirements, timeline.............................................40.8 

 • VWP passport requirements ...........................................................52.2 

 • VWP agreements: Slovakia, Hungary, Lithuania..............................71.4 

 • Visa Waiver Program expanded.......................................................79.4 

 • Visa Waiver Program passport requirements ..................................79.5 

 • Visa Waiver program, Greece now member ...................................95.3 

 • Departure disruption for VWP individuals........................................96.4 

 • VWP – I-94W to be eliminated ........................................................97.3 

Visa, Worldwide Business Visa Center ...............................................39.3 

Visitor visa, INS considering limiting privileges .....................................1.2 

VSC - Vermont Service Center:   (chronological order) 

 • VSC, erroneous rejections ...............................................................51.2 

 • VSC neglects to send RFE notices for 6/4/2009..............................88.4 

Wage survey, SC/CHiPS......................................................................20.2 

Washington Corner: Your efforts needed ...........................................44.2 

Washington Corner: Budget bill passed w/o H-1B/EB ........................45.3 

Website makeover, USCIS .................................................................55.1 

Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative (DOS/DHS) .....................see WHTI 

 • WHTI................................................................................................56.3 

 • WHTI-compliant documents............................................................77.3 

 • WHTI: land and sea requirements ...................................................80.3 

 • WHTI: land and sea requirements on June 1, 2009 ............ 81.3 & 82.4 

 • WHTI: land and sea requirements on June 1, 2009 ............ 83.3 & 85.2 

Withdrawals, erroneous, labor certifications .......................................55.4 

Work permits, Italy ..............................................................................46.3 

Worldwide Business Visa Center ........................................................39.3 

 


