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This guide is intended to assist those tasked with examining travel
and employment authorization documents. It contains color
photographs of the most commonly used documents, but it is not
comprehensive. There are earlier valid revisions of some illustrated
documents and other less common documents that are not
illustrated here.

Because the attachments are reproductions, the exact size and color
may deviate from the original. Do not make identifications based on
size and/or color alone.

For any questions regarding the authenticity of the documents
shown in this guide, please contact the nearest office of U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE).



General Information On Alien Status

In accordance with the 14th amendment to the U.S. Constitution,
any person born in and subject to the jurisdiction of the United
States is a citizen of the United States at birth. U.S. citizenship may
also be acquired through DERIVATION from a U.S. citizen parent
when children are born abroad or through NATURALIZATION
after meeting the necessary residency requirements. All persons
not citizens or nationals of the US. are aliens, who are generally
classified as PERMANENT RESIDENTS (immigrants), NON-
IMMIGRANTS or UNDOCUMENTED ALIENS.

PERMANENT RESIDENT ALIENS enjoy almost all the same rights
as US. citizens. This status may be obtained through a number

of different procedures and, unless taken away administratively,

is granted for life. Aliens with permanent residency must carry
evidence of their status.

NON-IMMIGRANT ALIENS are admitted to the US. for a
temporary period of time and for a specific purpose, most often as
tourists. There are different categories of non-immigrants and they
are identified through letter/number symbols (such as “B-2"). Non-
immigrants are also required to present evidence of their lawful
status in the U.S. to officers of ICE. This will usually consist of a
passport containing a visa and an Arrival/Departure Record (Form
1-94 or CBP I-94A).

UNDOCUMENTED ALIENS are those who may have crossed the
border illegally and/or been smuggled into the interior of the U.S.
or those who have violated their non-immigrant status by accepting
unauthorized employment, remaining longer than permitted or
committing some other violation. Some of these aliens purchase
counterfeit documents or assume another person’s identity by using
fraudulently obtained genuine documents.
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To order copies of this document,
“Form M-396; Guide to Selected U.S. Travel and Identity Documents,”
please complete the appropriate form and mail or fax to:

Customs and Border Protection
National Distribution Center
PO. Box 68912
Indianapolis, IN 46268

Fax: 317-290-3046

For government requests, please use Form CBP-3039.
All other requests should use Form CBP-262.
Links for these forms may be found in the
Forensic Document Laboratory fact sheet
posted on ICE's Web site:

www.ice.gov








