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March 2010
Representative/Senator *NAME
Washington, D.C. 
RE: 
Comprehensive Immigration Reform: Employment Based Immigration 

Dear Representative/Senator:

I am writing to ask that you prioritize comprehensive immigration legislation in support of America’s businesses.  This legislation is necessary to provide sufficient visa numbers to meet America’s business needs.  These visas are required for America to maintain its technological competitive advantage.

** INSERT BRIEF COMPANY DESCRIPTION. The vast majority of our employees are U.S. workers.  However, an ongoing shortage of qualified U.S. professionals in certain specialties requires that we recruit foreign as well as U.S. workers. The H-1B visa program ensures that U.S. employers have access to specialized workers essential to America’s economic development and global competitiveness. However, the annual numeric cap on H-1B visas that was set 20 years ago has failed to grow with our country’s economic needs.  Because of the annual cap on H-1B visas, we have lost the ability to hire some very talented foreign nationals; and we are losing their skills to other countries.  We are currently making offers to candidates who are unable to start employment until the new fiscal year, October 1, 2010, due to the H-1B cap; this system involves the risk that we will not lose their talent to foreign employers in the meantime. 
Retention and permanent integration of talented foreign workers is also vital to our company.  The 20 year old employment-based immigrant visa annual quota of 140,000 does not reflect the current needs of U.S. businesses.  The immigrant visa shortage has resulted in backlogs of five to eight years for most foreign professionals. Despite these backlogs, immigrant visa processing delays result in almost 10% of the 140,000 available immigrant visas going unissued every year. These unissued visas are lost at the end of every fiscal year and cannot be recaptured.  This only compounds the pending visa backlog. 

In December 2009, Congressman Gutierrez introduced the Comprehensive Immigration Reform for America's Security and Prosperity Act of 2009 (“CIR ASAP”). This bill would allow for the recapture of thousands of unused immigrant visa numbers from prior years, and raise the limits on visas that can be issued to foreign nationals from particular countries. These steps alone would relieve the lengthy backlogs in employment-based immigration. We look forward to imminent introduction of a bipartisan comprehensive immigration reform bill in the Senate by Senators Charles Schumer and Lindsey Graham, and urge you to support this legislation.  
In both the nonimmigrant and immigrant contexts, visa unavailability and delays risk our losing important talent to other countries. Almost 20 years have passed since the last major reform of U.S. immigration law in 1990.  It is time to align our immigration laws with the needs of the 21st century.  I urge you to support legislation that will provide for sufficient temporary and immigrant visa numbers to meet the needs of American businesses.  

Sincerely,

*SIGNER
*TITLE
